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was curling, and after its removal, the women saw the wall discolored
and damaged.

“That was a real wake-up call. We didn’t realize the problems that were
building up. Suddenly we got to see the problems firsthand,” Erlichman
said.

In June, the Boynton Community Redevelopment Agency awarded the
club a $15,000 grant. The money, and $15,000 from the club, was used
to replace three French doors upstairs. An opening formed in one of
the doors, causing the leak. The wall will be re-plastered and painted in
the coming weeks.

The women have always worried that not enough people know the
significance of the building and the club, and they hoped a place on the
local register or historic places could help that. In October, the City
Commission approved it.

Warren Adams, the city’s historic planner, said the building deserved to
be on the list and join other historic places, including The Oscar
Magnuson house and the old high school.

“This is one of the most significant sites in the city,” Adams said. “It’s
significant both for its architecture and its social history.”

A local designation means the building will be a part of historic tours
and also on a smart phone application Adams is working on of historic
places.

In addition to the doors already fixed, the building has about 40
openings between windows and doors that need to be repaired. The
women have laid out a list of other repairs to be done during the next
five years: the wood floors, the windows, the walls, refurbish the
furniture and the elevator.

The women are hoping to get the $140,000 grant from the state’s
Division of Historical Resources. If they get that grant, they’ll be given
$50,000 from the Boynton Community Redevelopment Agency and
the club will use $10,000 of its own money. Also, the club has raised
$17,000 and members will donate 1,000 volunteer hours to the
restoration project, said Barbara Wineberg, the club’s treasurer. In
total, they’ll have about $217,000.

They will continue their fund-raising efforts and will hold events
including a fashion show and a gala. They also offer the building for
events.

“We’re doing our best and we’re an all-volunteer organization, so it's
not as though we’re here every day checking it out. That’s the
problem,” Erlichman said.

MORE NEWS ONLINE: Get more news every day about Boynton Beach
and other southern communities on The Post’s Community Post blog.
spbc.blog.palmbeachpost.com
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